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Modern Times 1865-1870 covers the complicated line 

between peace and chaos after the War Between the States.  

Texas played a peculiar part in the reuniting of the nation, 

having been west of the ñDeep Southò but still a major 

player in the Confederate effort.  So close to Mexico, where 

the French had been ñdebt collectingò in a bellicose way, 

Texas didnôt escape notice when President Andrew Johnson 

assigned armies of occupation for the Confederacy.  Before 

the federal troops arrived, though, Texas was awash in 

60,000 unemployed soldiers not to mention thousands of 

civilian refugees from other Southern states.  Mr. Cox 

quoted from a diary written by Austinite Amelia Barr, who 

said of the period, ñConfederate soldiers, without officers or 

orders, are coming in every hour, and there is nothing but 

plunder and sack going onðand the citizens are as bad as 

the soldierséEverything in confusion. Everyone suspicious 

and watchful, and there is no law.ò 

 

During this rocky transition, one of the oldest unsolved 

cases in the state occurred ï the Great Treasury Raid of 

1865.   This robbery was the subject of this seasonôs third 

Modern Times conversation.  Mr. Cox, who kicked off the 

lecture series with his talk Antebellum Austin, 1855 in 2006, 

returned to offer not just his research but also his theories 

about the identities of the perps.  No one connected to the 

raid was captured, although one thief was killed in action.  

Bystanders claimed that whiskey fumes from the deceased 

robberôs blood running from the bullet hole could make one 

tipsy.  Over half the gold in the State Treasury was taken 

and never, ever found.  Mr. Coxôs sleuthing points a finger 

in several directions, most notably toward John Rapp who is 

thought to be buried in Missouri.  The research goes on, 

though, since there were several men with that name, and 

their trails are icy cold. Mr. Cox deputized his Modern 

Times audience! 

MIKE COX H ITS ANOTHER  ONE 

 OUT  OF THE  PARK 

A written version of Mike Coxôs talk, with additional 

material and footnotes, will be available in the gift shop 

at the Neill-Cochran House Museum.  Orders are being 

taken, so please write or call the NCHM to get on the 

list.  Mr. Coxôs writing is lively and fun to read, besides 

being extremely informative and well researched.   

 

The next Modern Times (Sunday, February 22nd) will 

be just as exciting when acclaimed author and Custer 

expert James Donovan offers Custerôs Penultimate 

Stand:  Reconstructing Texas.  Please join us for a 

great talk and book signing. 

Mike Cox signs a copy of his book The Texas Rangers for Mary Bohls after the lecture 
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CELEBRATING ABNER COOK    
Master Builder Abner Cook was at the forefront of the city of Austinôs antebellum development.  After being selected as the state 

capital in 1850, the city witnessed a building boom that lasted through the decade.  Cook was a subcontractor for the Texas State 

Capitol in 1852-1853 and built the Texas Governorôs Mansion (1854-1856).  Other large projects included the Methodist church 

(1853), the Sampson-Henricks Store (1959), and the stateôs Asylum for the Blind (1859).  He also constructed large residences for 

prominent Austin families, including the Samuel G. Haynie House (1853), the John M. Swisher House 

(Sweetbrush, 1854), the James H. Raymond House (1854), the James B. Shaw/E. M. Pease House 

(Woodlawn, 1854), the Mary and Reuben Runner House (Westhill, 1856), and the Samuel Harris House 

(1859). 

 

Cookôs mid-19th-century antebellum residential designs concentrated on the then-fashionable Greek 

Revival style.  Recalling Greek temples, his dwellings had large, usually two-story, full-width porches 

supported by monumental Greek-order columns.  Cook owned a brick kiln in Austin and a lumber mill 

in Bastrop, and his buildings often used his own products.  One of Cookôs hallmarks was his use of the 

ñX-and-stickò (ñsheaves of wheatò) balustrade. 

 

The Neill-Cochran House (1855) is the most architecturally intact representative of the residential design 

and construction of Austinôs most important antebellum master builder, Abner Cook.  While not as large 

as the Texas Governorôs Mansion or Woodlawn, it displays more of Cookôs craftsmanship and original 

materials.  A map of Abner Cook buildings still standing in Austin is available at the Neill-Cochran 

House Museum.  

Iôm not sure to what extent historians search for meaning in 

facts they turn up, but I can speak for writers:  We look for and 

find it everywhere.  When I came to the Neill-Cochran House 

Museum as the first full-time professional staff member, the 

planets were apparently in perfect alignment.  Seemingly small 

coincidences revealed themselves even at my interview, but it 

really wasnôt until I read Ken Hafertepeôs finely researched 

book Abner Cook:  Master Builder on the Texas Frontier that I 

understood how remarkable my coming to the NCHM truly was.   

 

In ñCelebrating Abner Cookò (Among Friends, this issue) Sue 

Moss mentioned Samuel G. Haynie, a friend of Cookôs who 

lived in one of his late Federal-style homes on what is now 

Colorado Street, just down from the Governorôs Mansion.  This 

ñlivelyò gentleman (as he was described by his peers) occupies 

the first limb of the Texas trunk of my family tree. 

 

Dr. Haynie, a physician and merchant, was mayor of Austin 

around 1851.  During the 1850s, the town became a place filled 

with possibilities, and Haynie was deeply invested in it.  He 

bought parcels of land around town, two of which -- just north 

of the city -- he sold to William de Normandie, who later sold 

them to Washington Hill.  If that isnôt enough coincidence, Dr. 

Samuel Haynie was also named as the third superintendent of 

the Asylum for the Blind, which, at his hiring, was located at the 

Neill-Cochran House.  As the 

supervising physicians lived on 

premises, Dr. Haynieôs family 

would have moved into the House 

except that Abner Cook finished 

the new campus right after 

Haynie accepted the position, and 

the Asylum for the Blind moved 

to its permanent location (now, 

MLK at IH-35 in Austin). 

 

When Samuel Garner Haynie 

died in 1877, Abner Cook and 

Elisha Pease were pallbearers at 

his funeral.  All three gentlemen 

are interred at Austinôs Oakwook Cemetery.  Haynieôs picture, 

which usually hangs in the museum of the Texas School for the 

Blind and Visually Impaired, is on loan to the Neill-Cochran 

House Museum while the TSBVI is under construction. 

 

As a teacher, I frequently told my students that everything is 

connected.  Sometimes it really is; sometimes Fateôs proverbial 

finger isnôt fickle at all! 
  Cecille Haynie Marcato 

FROM THE  DIRECTOR  

Samuel Garner Haynie, 1806�² 1877, courtesy 

of Austin History Center 
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