CELEBRATING ABNER COOK

Master Buil der Abner Cook was at the forefront of thtae ci't
capital in 1850, the city withessed a building boom that lasted through the decade. Cook was a subcontractor for fade Texas S
Capitol in 18521 8 53 and bui lt t he Te x-H56). @therdarga projedts inclvded thel Metihodiét THirshH
(1853), the SampseiHe nr i cks Store (1959), and the statebds Asylum f ol
prominent Austin families, including the Samuel G. Haynie House (1853), the John M. Swisher House

Ly (Sweetbrush, 1854), the James H. Raymond House (1854), the James B. Shaw/E. M. Pease Hou
‘ 2 Mo 4 ) (Woodlawn, 1854), the Mary and Reuben Runner House (Westhill, 1856), and the Samuel Harris House
‘ — ‘ ) - ) . (1859).
!; P " ‘ZC 0 o0 k 0 €l9thwweintdry antebellum residential designs concentrated on thefableionable Greek

| Revival style. Recalling Greek temples, his dwellings had large, usualtgtomg fullwidth porches
supported by monumental Greekder columns. Cook owned a brick kiln in Austin and a lumber mill
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. in Bastrop, and his buildings often used his o

iXandst i cko (fisheaves of wheato) balustrade.

MIKE CoX HITS ANOTHER ONE
OUT OF THE PARK

Modern Times 18651870 covers the complicated line
between peace and chaos after the War Between the St
Texas played a peculiar part in the reuniting of the natic
having been west of t he

player in the Confederate effort. So close to Mexico, whe
the French had been fAdebt
Texas didndét escape noti cit
assigned armies of occupation for the Confederacy. Bef
the federal troops arrived, though, Texas was awash
60,000 unemployed soldiers not to mention thousands
civilian refugees from other Southern states. Mr. Ci
guoted from a diary written by Austinite Amelia Barr, wh
said of the period, fiConf ¢
orders, are coming in every hour, and there is nothing = 4
plunder and sack going &rand the citizens are as bad s
the soldierséEverything i
and watchful, and there i

The NeillCochran House (1855) is the most architecturally intact representative of the residential design

“land construction of Austindés most i mportant an

as the Texas Governords Mansion or Woodl awn, i
e i materials. A map of Abner Cook buildings still standing in Austin is available at the Qbshran

| House Museum.
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t ot ti ROM THE DIRECTOR

) ) I dm not sure to what ext en tNeilhGoshtaw Housen s Asstekear ch f or meanin
S P11 C1 O UaBts they turn up, but | can speak for writers: We look for arglipervising physicians lived on
d find it everywhere. When | came to the N&ilbchran House pr e mi s e s, Dr . Hayni eds famil
Museum as the first fulime professional staff member, thewould have moved into the House
planets were apparently in perfect alignment. Seemingly smakcept that Abner Cook finished
coincidences revealed themselves even at my interview, butlie new campus right after
néds t hi're@!!ly wasnot unt i | I r e ad Héymieacceépted therpbsdigneadds f i nel y researt
book Abner Cook: Master Builder on the Texas Frontieat | the Asylum for the Blind moved
understood how remarkable my coming to the NCHM truly wado its permanent location (now,

written version of Mi ke Coxbds tal k, with additi onal MLKatIH-35in Austin).

the NeiliCochran House Museum. Orders are being Moss mentioned Samuel G. HaWhen &amueh Gérmei élaydie o f Cookds who

lived in one of his late Federatyle homes on what is now died in 1877, Abner Cook and

During this rocky transition, one of the oldest unsolve
cases in the state occurredhe Great Treasury Raid of
1865 This robbery was th
Modern Times conversation. Mr. COX, who kicked off thewmike cox signs a copy of his boBke Texas Rangerfor Mary Bohls after the lecture
lecture series with his talkntebellum Austin, 1855 2006,
returned to offer not just his research but also his theori@é
about the identities of the perps. No one connected to t
raid was captured, although one thief was killed in actior?:

Bystanders claimed that whiskey fumes from the deceasFﬂ(en’ S0 please write or call trle NCHM tp ge_t on the . | Col oy @ do d S tfr eet j ust dd owpn fElisbarPeasehwere @atbeasers miaud cardr HaMea1 677, Buitesy
robberds blood running from tht'e Ib'\G][I 1 e 0 )1&00%” eWlc! tud'l M9 make! 'dh%lvEl §8dgd T etnl@n T LY h e Svthib fndra s Al thiedgerdlemeny  h it Agstin Hstey gepies ) o ¢ ¢
tipsy. Over half the gold in the State Treasury was takéhemg extremely informative and well researched. the first limb of the Texas trunk of my family tree. are interred at Austinds Oakwo
and never, ever found. Mr Cﬁ\/f((PST'SI ?SUtdhiFan {/)&)I r|lt s a finger . which usually hangs in the museum of the Texas School for the
in several directions, most notably toward John Rapp Who'g‘le_ nextModern Times (Sunaay, Febfuar wi Dr. Haynie, a phy_S|C|an and merchant, was mayor of Aus_tBImd and Vlsually_lmpalred, is on loan to the N@bchran
thought to be buried in Missouri. The research goes One just as exciting when acclaimed authorA and Custer ~around 1851. During the 1850s, the town became a place filliduse Museum while the TSBVI is under construction.
though, since there were several men with that name ag ert James Donovan offeGust er 0s Penul ti ma possibites, and Haynie was deeply invested in it He L
o . . ! ’ and: Reconstructing Texas Please join us for a bought parcels of land around town, two of whieljust north As a teacher, | frequently told my students that everything is
the|r tralls_ are icy cold. Mr. Cox deputized Higodern great talk and book signing of the city-- he sold to William de Normandie, who later soldc onnect e d. Sometimes it reall
Times audience! ' them to Washington Hill. I finbet isnét finokigé atoialclidenc
Samuel Haynie was also named as the third superintendent of Cecille Haynie Marcato
THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE NEILL-COCHRAN HOUSE MUSEUM the Asylum for the Blind, which, at his hiring, was located at the
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