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MODERN TIMES: EVERYTHING CHANGES — THE 1870s

Modern Times, the NeillCochran House Museum speaker

series begun in 2006, was SO0 named because Abner Cookbs
graceful Greek Revival residences were stditthe-art;

t hroughout the years, inewd things happened in it (the fii
school for the blind) aingds, iconveni encesod were added

plumbing, electricity-- as they became available in Austin.

The fourth season of the popular series moves us into the decad
of the 1870s when life getseally modern. We travel the
information highway today thanks to inventors in the 1870s

e

whose ideas mapped information roads! The national stage was

set for entry into an industrial revolution that altered lives and

connected people in ways that changed the whole world forever.
This decade saw the invention of the light bulb, the phonograph,
the telephone, and the rise of American captains of industry.
Locally, the steam train arrived in Central Texas putting Austin

on the map in indelible ink.

We are proud to welcome to the firmament of Modern Times
speakers some of the
Fitzgerald, awardvinning photographer and railroad guru, will
presenfThe Iron Horse Gallops into TowRetired Texas A&M
anthropology professor James Baker will deliReep in the Art

of Texas concentrating on his lovie 19"-century Texas artists.
Mark Twain scholar and rare book collector Kevin
MacDonnell will shine a torch on the celebrated Samuel

Courtesy of Ken Fitzgerald

stat eds Thigfaldhe NegjliCechragndipusesMusenm willjainjthe leqvese | d s .

in changing color§ and more! In a delicate process that took
al most a year, the museumds
new look for an established logo and website involved a team of
design professionals from PryorGehring and a communications
task force comprising Karen Pope, Liz Maxfield, Cecille
Mar cat o, and Amy Hollister.

Clemens, who, in the 1870s, coined the phrase that named #lesigning a new website, the centerpiece of a new web presence

see

Built by Baldwin Locomotive Works, Philadelphia, 1875
Courtesy of National Railroad Museum

was a new logo with both a sophisticated and traditional look.

The old logo has served the museum well! Created in 2005 by
Russel Prior when he was an undergraduate at Baylor
University, the block image of the House and accompanying
website helped grow the museum into the bustling operation it is
today. An outgrowth of the 2004 Strategic Plan, his designs
became the NCHM6s first brand
the web. Museums, however, are not the static institutions of
yore. In the battle to remain relevant, museums are charged
with preserving history while embracing the most current
thinking of curators, educators, and rmofit executives.
While the block style of the old logo conveyed the genre and
mystery of the House, the new logo closely resembles the
Historic American Building Survey drawings and instantly
communicatesrchitecture The detail engages the viewer and
invites curiosity that we hope will drive visitor levels to new

highs.
see WEBSITE LAUNCH, page 4
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House, learning abo
its architecture an

One of the hallmarks of the Fow@rade Curriculum Unit is that &MaZIng history  an
the school children enjoy being in the Ndilbchran House then,  two _by two
seeing first hand what they have learned in the classroon’?.mer.ed a'dmlng roo
Whether they are crimping paper on the pleating machine ojet With china and silve
listening to Mary Cochran Bohls play the melodeon, for the 9dyes: many forks!) for
minutes the students are here, they are in a positive learnifgur-course luncheor
environment. In keeping with our mission of offering programsM'S: K. as she i
to children that are educational and entertaining (fun engenders Iérfown to her Andersoig
least fond and possibly useful memories), we developed our firsf1igh School students,

everSummer Youth Program. talked the young guests
¢ through the meal during which they learnied/esi which

fork to use when, how to ask for condiments, how to excuse
oneself and mark onedbdés seat,
that a course is finished, and, in general, how to behave at
table. A demonstration in silvgrolishing prepared the
children for the fine utensil$ including ice cream forks

they used during the meal.

A MATTER OF MANNERS

'l
Silverpolishing demonstration

Included this summer was an
etiquette class that certainly
resonated with parents, and
Minding Your Manners filled

immediately. Kids aged 6 to 12
gathered at the House to learn

about 19-century customs and . .
modern niceties that will broaden The NCHM staff and volunteers always seize the opportunity

| their social world and help them to combine learning facts about architecture and history with
\ having a good time. Creating a new generation of

feel comfortable in it. Susan .2 - -
Kaiwi, owner of the Etiquette preservationists depends on this approach. Similarly,

School of Austin, kindly donated her time and special expertis@€'Petuating a civilized society requires passing on to
to make the class perfect. She greeted the-tweledout youngsters all those rules of good behavior our mothers,.
children with lessons in shaking hands and making propeﬁJ ran d mot hers, an d. teache rs b
introductions and explained to them why manners matter siylanners” allowed the House to work its spell on the children
much. The students then created personalized calling carddlile they expanded their social frontiers.  Mrs. K. and the
patterned after Victorian versions on display and, entering'CHM staff hope that the ladies and gentlemen who
through the front door of the NCHM, deposited them in a silve articipated in the inaugural class will come back with their

Exploring the House

basket for the filady or gent IPUSHS AN fgends Rlegse.Thgnkygu. o They to
1826: THE NEILLS ARRIVE IN AUSTIN
en
sity of Austip change ically in the 18°70s. _During the decade, rail transportation ge
rebr aﬁ:ﬁtc? t)rﬁ]e corﬁorgny, gn t%éasﬂaékca%i'tal wasg;))ﬁar% ntlenty sited in the town. From not qu
inhabitants in 1870, the city grew to just over 110,000 by 1880.
hi |TQ9 HpLﬁtgn aqdJ%)(?ﬁé:gntrak%aylwayfs@aén&dsin t%u tin on Christmas Day, 1871, m .
town the stateods’ western rtail termi nus al ailr

railway spurred increased trade and immigration from near and far. When the Internatio
Great Northern Railway arrived into Austin from the north in 1876, Austin already had
trappings of a progressive city: gas street lamps (1874), a streetcar line (1875), and its first;
bridge over the Colorado river (1876).

In 1872 Austin had beaten Waco and Houston in the statewide election to choose the pe
location of the state capital. Plans were soon laid for constructing a Capitol and other gov

an @uil%pgso iTResTexas, q:]oasrtitutiqp 0k 180 browght @ final stability to Texas governme
formally marked a new era of state government, defining new agencies and authorities.

People with business with the government, including attorneys and land speculators, had new
reasons to be in Austin, and that business was probably what brought Galveston attorney Andrew Neill and his famipittd the ca
in 1876. Andrew Neill, born in Scotland in 1793 had immigrated to Texas in 1836 to fight in the Texas Revolution, loljuatrive
after the Battle of San Jacinto. He remained in the new republic and was an original shareholder in Seguin in 1838rstHe and
wife Agnes Naomi lived in Galveston during the 1860s where she died of yellow fever in 1867. He subsequently married Mr
Jennie Chapman, and they continued to live on Broadway Street in Galveston until 1876. The Neills purchased the house
surrounding property from James H. Raymond and C. W. Whitis in April, 1876 for $10,000 and moved in shortly thereafter. Th
winter issue oAmong Friendwill visit the Neills in the suburbs of Austin.

Sue Moss
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