
MODERN T IMES ENDS THIRD  
SEASON W ITH  VOICES IN  PRAISE 

The third season of Modern Times ended on a high noteð

literallyðwith Free at Last:  Texas African-American 

Experience in Song & Narrative.  The extraordinary 

sounds of choral director Gloria Quinlanôs nine-member 

ensemble brought home to the audience the emotions that 

fed the creative spirits of enslaved people throughout the 

United States and formed the foundation of American 

blues, gospel, and rock.  Dr. Qunilan, professor of music at 

Austinôs oldest college ï Huston-Tillotson University ï led 

students Odyssey Francis, Rodney Childers, and James 

Ward; former student Deric Lewis (currently Minister of 

Music at Austinôs Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist Church); 

and Friends of the Huston-Tillotson Choir Sondra Johnson, 

Lamonic Lewis (Minister of Music at Austinôs Wesley 

United Methodist Church), Sharon Coleman (Minster of 

Music at Austinôs St. James Episcopal Church), Lawrence 

Hornsby, and husband Quincy Quinlan. 
see MODERN TIMES, page 3 

FRIENDS 
Among 
Volume 4, Number 2 Spring 2009 

FOURTH  ANNUAL  ABNER COOK  AWARD 
Volz, ASID, received a Bachelors in Science in interior de-

sign from the University of Texas at Austin and a Masterôs 

degree in museum studies from George Washington Univer-

sity.  While in Washington, D.C., she was an intern at the 

White House researching the furnishings and updating cata-

logue cards to facilitate computerizing the collection.  Also a  

graduate of UT, John Volz, AIA, received a Bachelors in Arts 

with honors in architecture before going on to Columbia for 

an MS in historic preservation.  Volz designed the Carriage 

House at the NCHM, and before forming Volz & Associates 

with wife Candace, John worked with Bell and Hoffman Ar-

chitects when that firm was designing the meeting room and 

office at the Neill-Cochran House.  

 

Volz & Associates, Inc. has clients all over the country, and 

one of its most complex projects is the restoration of the 

Texas Governorôs Mansion.  The list of awards and honors 

the firm has received, including three from the Heritage Soci-

ety of Austin, would make Meryl Streep envious.  The Neill-

Cochran House Museum is proud to add Candace and John 

Volz to the list of Abner Cook Award winners and looks for-

ward to a long relationship with these fine professionals.   

If itôs spring, it must be Abner Cookôs birthday!  This year we 

celebrated Mr. Cookôs 195th birthday on Saturday, March 28, 

and, for the fourth year, we honored him by appreciating those 

who help preserve, protect, and promote one of his important 

creations ï the Neill-Cochran House.  This year, staff mem-

bers of architecture and design firm Volz & Associates, espe-

cially Tere OôConnell, helped surprise Candace and John Volz 

as this yearôs Abner Cook Award winners. 

 

In winning, the Volzes join a pantheon of loyal and helpful 

professionals who lend their skills, time, and energy to make 

the Neill-Cochran House Museum grow and prosper.  Just as 

the previous three winners ï architectural historian Peter Flagg 

Maxson, historian Sue Winton Moss, and high-tech manager 

Kirk Hubbell ï Candace and John never say ñnoò to requests 

made by NCHM staff and volunteers.  Besides supporting the 

House with their presence at two gala fundraisers, Candace 

and John have volunteered to speak to and guide guests at 

events.  Candace has participated in the important task of 

training NCHM docents, bringing John in to solve the mystery 

of the osmotic salt in the Dependency.  When staff noticed 

disturbing changes in the floor and walls of the museum, John 

did not hesitate to spend an afternoon walking through the 

museum from basement to roof to assess the problem (which 

he diagnosed as differential movement) and offer guidance 

without ever mentioning remuneration.   

 

Texas is fortunate to have two such illustrious practitioners in 

the fields of design, architecture, and preservation.  Candace 

John and Candace Volz stand for a picture with Peter Maxson and Cecille Marcato 

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE  NEILL -COCHRAN HOUSE MUSEUM 

W ISH LIST 
As our museum grows and we attract more visitors, many tools 

are needed to maintain our beautiful house and serve its visitors. 
  

¶ Child-sized craft tables 

¶ Container Store gift card for archival boxes ($29/box) 

¶ Loweôs or Home Depot gift card for two dehumidifiers (for 

Carriage House & basement) 

¶ Michaelôs gift card for summer program supplies 

¶ New 2-cubic-foot microwave oven 

¶ Stockpot  

¶ Tea Kettle 

¶ Wal-Mart gift card for child-sized chairs ($7/chair) 
 

To contribute, please contact Cecille Marcato at 512.478.2335 or 

cmarcato@nchmuseum.org. 
 

THANK  YOU  
¶ Houston Daniel for The Texas Governorôs Mansion books  

¶ Sue Drake for the stand-alone steamer. 

¶ Susan Morehead, her sister Liz Kline, and nephew Emmett 

Sweeney for supplying and blowing out dozens of extra 

eggs at the Dye-o-Rama 

¶ Ann Brown for sponsoring intern send-off 

¶ Sister Teresa George, Chief Operating Officer, and Ashley 

Davis, Special Events Coordinator and Child Life Specialist, 

for coordinating the Easter egg display at the Dell Chil-

drenôs Medical Center and Laura Fuller, Child Life adminis-

trator, for the tour of their incredible facility when we deliv-

ered the eggs. 

¶ Pam Paine of the Austin Childrenôs Museum for the use of 

their child-sized craft table. 

¶ Green Mesquite BBQ & More and Miller Blueprint for 

Easter Egg Design Contest Prizes. 
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FROM THE  DIRECTOR  
A recent meeting of the new, expanded Friends board made me 

think about the evolution of the Neill-Cochran House Museum in 

the last four years.  I always tell people that my mission is to 

never, ever hear, ñI never knew about this placeò from a visitor.   

Long before the Strategic Plan called for professional director, a 

property manager lived on the premises to pay the utility bills, 

open the doors to the occasional tourist, and assist the Colonial 

Dames at their seasonal meetings. Things have changed.  Amy 

Hollister, our Administrative Assistant and second staff member, 

has been at the job for over a year, now, and the two of us never 

have down time.   

 

I hope that the new board members and, indeed, all of the Friends 

are proud to be a part of an entity that is growing in quality and 

breadth.  This fall, we will begin our fourth season of Modern 

Times, a speaker series that has something different to offer its 

audience.  It seems impossible, but we have just given our fourth 

Abner Cook Award!  I hope that all the recipients have been as 

happy to win as we are proud to be associated with them.  Facil-

ity rentals have increased with beautiful weddings, teas, and con-

ferences.  Tourism is up at the NCHM even as people cut their 

travel, and our docent team is top-notch and still growing.  Our 

media presence has grown, too, with valuable radio time, two 

major spreads in the local paper, and much more.  We have 

firmly established roots in the neighborhood of U.T.ôs West Cam-

pus with open houses and broadened our community outreach to 

children with the Easter Egg Dye-o-Rama, a fall event in the 

works, and proposed classes. 

 

All of this is possible because of our Friends -- in other words, 

you.  Your contributions have helped us actually achieve goals 

that started out as dreams.  Thank you. 
Cecille Marcato 

THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE  NEILL -COCHRAN HOUSE 
The Neill-Cochran House is very similar to the Texas Governorôs Mansion, which Master Builder Abner Cook constructed at the same 

time.  Both homes face east and have a flat-appearing roof with a full-width porch supported by six massive Greek-order columns.  The 

Governorôs Mansion columns follow the Ionic order, while the Neill-Cochran House has Doric columns.  Both two-story buildings 

feature Cookôs trademark ñsheaves of wheatò balustrade.  A central hall plan with two rooms on each side of the large hall (on each 

floor) is featured in both buildings.  A sweeping stairway rises on the right side of the central hall of each home with a double parlor on 

the north side. Shouldered architraves frame windows and doors downstairs, and the doorways on the hall side are pedimented. 

 

Unlike the Governorôs Mansion and any other of Cookôs houses, rubble limestone forms both the interior and exterior walls of the Neill

-Cochran House.  The stone is said to have been quarried on Shoal Creek just west of the house.  Cook may have intended to plaster the 

rough-quarried limestone exterior walls to present a more formal façade, but they have remained exposed, while interior walls were 

plastered.  Exterior and interior walls in the original house are approximately 18 inches thick.  The hollow columns are of cypress 

ñstavesò which are joined on the inside, except for the last one, which is nailed.  Two large windows stand on either side of the entry 

door and open to provide additional access to the gallery.  The windows throughout the house hold much of the original glass, and the 

exterior full-length blinds (shutters) are all original. 

 

The Neill-Cochran House is on the National Register of Historic Places (1970) for its architectural significance.  Measured drawings 

are on file in the Historic American Buildings Survey records in the Library of Congress. 
Sue Moss 
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Sue Moss poses with grandson Will , the Advanced Design Studio winners show off their designs, and Rowena Dasch helps daughter Caroline create a Bevo egg 

Easter Eggs adorn the NHCM model, and participants experiment with colors at the childrenôs table. 

UTSoA participants pose for a picture, and Sinclair Blackôs granddaughter Addie (above ,right) looks on as Katy Bradshaw David creates a Ukranian egg.  
Visitors (below) are  hard at work creating their eggs while Emmett Sweeney assists staff with blowing out  yolks. 

AROUND THE  HOUSE�« 
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Handcrafted Ukrainian egg 

FROM THE  CHAIR  
 

Spring into the Neill-Cochran House Museum... 

The Friends of the Neill-Cochran 

House Museum welcomed an event-

filled spring with an expanded Board 

of Directors and exciting programs 

for all ages.  The final program in the 

Modern Times: 1865-1870 series 

featured moving spirituals sung by 

Dr. Gloria Quinlanôs ensemble.  Later 

that week, the annual birthday party 

for Abner Cook filled the house with 

balloons, cake, and Friends, and the 

fourth Abner Cook Award winners 

were announced (see cover story).   

 

The first Easter Egg design competition at the House produced 

dozens of colorful eggs for the Dell Childrenôs Medical Center; 

eggs created by UT School of Architecture students as well as 

children who came with their grandparents, parents, and other 

Friends. A highlight of the twelve-dozen-egg afternoon was a 

demonstration Ukrainian egg creation by Katy Bradshaw 

David. 

 

Austin Friends can find it easy to participate in these and other 

events at the House, but we want especially to welcome 

Friends from around the state.  We hope you will visit for a 

guided tour of our architectural gem, the Neill-Cochran House 

Museum, and participate in any or all of the many events held 

in and around it.        Susan Morehead 

NEED MORE SPACE?  
Looking for elegance and sophistication at an 

affordable rate? Neill-Cochran House Museum 

�K�D�V�� �D�� �Y�H�U�\�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�Y�H�� �U�H�Q�W�D�O�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P���� �,�W�·�V�� �W�K�H��
perfect venue for cocktail parties, meetings,  

small weddings, or social gatherings. For more 

details, contact the staff. 
 

512.478.2335�‡ info@nchmuseum.org 

MODERN TIMES   from  page 1 
Mr. Quinlan, an attorney by profession, lent his bass-baritone to 

the narratives collected from the archives of the Austin History 

Center.  Works read during the performance were pulled from the 

Alfred E. Menn oral histories, When I Was a Slave, (Dover Press), 

and Blacks in Reconstruction Texas, 1865-1877.  Quincy Quinlan 

explained the difference between gospel music, which often has 

one composer and lyricist, and spirituals, songs which are sung 

spontaneously while accomplishing other tasks as a pure form of 

expression by untrained (albeit inspired and gifted) singers.  

Unlike gospel music, spirituals were not transcribed as they were 

composed. In fact, most werenôt written down until long after 

singers had added layers of changes. After education became 

available to black Americans, musicians began to commit what 

was previously strictly an oral tradition to paper, for the purpose 

of preservation.  Some of these musicians, whose lyrical pieces 

Dr. Quinlanôs ensemble performed to angelic perfection, include 

Charles Albert Tindley, Harry Thacker Burleigh, Nathaniel Dett, 

and Edward Boatner.  It is thanks to these gentlemen and others 

that the moving songs of praise in the face of adversity are not 

completely endangered.    

 
The selected readings for Free at Last moved the audience. Not 

surprisingly, the interviewees almost all spoke about master-slave 

relations and mentioned the slavesô reactions to learning about 

freedom, which was generally shock and, at least, temporary con-

fusion.  One of the most moving narratives was from Martin Jack-

son, a Texan.  He said,  
 

Lots of old slaves closes the door before they tell the truth about 

their days of slavery.  When the door is open, they tell how kind 

their masters was and how rosy it all was.  You canôt blame them 

for this, because they had plenty of early discipline, making them 

cautiouséI myself was in a little different position than most [He 

had served with the Texas Calvary and befriended a Confederate 

Colonel.] é and, as a consequence, have no grudges or resentment.  

However, I can tell you the life of the average slave was not rosy.  

 

Martin Jackson went on to say that even with his good treatment, 

he spent the majority of his day thinking of escape until his father 

said, ñNo use running from bad to worse, hunting betteréEvery 

man has to serve God under his own vine and fig tree.ò  Indeed.  

Modern Times participants were privileged to sit under the ñvine 

and fig treeò of Dr. Quinlan and her remarkable performers. 

Dr. Quinlan directs her ensemble at Modern Times  


