
WALL  OF W INE 
The Golden Gala, on October 23rd (save the date!) will offer a new fundraising opportunity in addition 

to the wonderful live auction and raffle.  Friends Chairman Harriet Christian  described a ñwall of 

wine,ò somewhat similar to a silent auction, at a meeting, and the idea was embraced by Gala Chairs 

Laura Bohls, Betty Southerland, and Harriett Smith .  The Golden Gala will have its Great Wall of 

Wine!  

 

Hereôs how it works: People or businesses give wine valued at $20 or 

more (retail) or gift cards and cash toward wine purchases.  Lusciously 

wrapped, the bottles are displayed at the gala for guests to purchase at 

bids of $30 or more.  The NCHM staff has taken on this project in its free time.  About half of the 50-

bottle goal has been collected at this printing from local wine purveyors, docents, Friends of the 

NCHM, and Colonial Dames.  They are wrapped fancifully in Golden Gala colors and will appear in 

an accompanying catalog available at the event.  The bottles are marked discreetly with the donorsô 

names, the bottleôs catalog number, and the color of the wine (red, white, or bubbly).   To add to the 

fun, each bottle is named according to its wrapping.  Come 

to the Gala to take home a festive bottle or two. Youôll see 

ñTango Fandango,ò ñKey to the House,ò ñHeart of a Dame,ò 

ñChinese Takeout,ò and many more! 

 

Friend of the NCHM Mary Lehmann rode to the House on 

her bicycle to drop off her selection, but you can contribute 

to the Wall of Wine by sending a gift card from Whole 

Foods Market, Central Market, Specôs, or another Texas-wide chain that sells.  Donors will 

be acknowledged at the event.  The Wall of Wine is yet another reason to come to the Gala! 

THE GOLDEN  GALA 
Celebrating isnôt bragging, either, and this October 23rd, the Neill-Cochran House Museum will open 

its doors to everyone who would like to do just that.  The Golden Gala honors NSCDA in Texas 

members for their work from 1958 to 2008 and will pay tribute to the visionary women who made 

possible the purchase of this important antebellum residence. 

 

Gala Chairs Laura Bohls, Betty Southerland, and Harriett Smith invite guests to the NCHM at 6:30 

PM in cocktail attire to enjoy conversation and libations on the expansive porch, view the raffle 

prizes, live-auction lots, and the silent-auction wines.  A 

four-course meal guaranteed to be memorable will be 

served under a festive tent on the property, after which 

raffle-ticket winners will be drawn and Austin personality 

Ed Clements will conduct the live auction.   

 

Underwriters contribute $5,000; sponsors, $2,500; and 

tickets are $175 per person, a portion of which is tax-deductible.  Proceeds go toward 

NCHM preservation, programming, and education.  To join the mailing list or make sure 

that your special friends are included, please contact the Neill-Cochran House Museum 

office at 512.478.2335 or info@nchmuseum.org.  The following raffle and auction items 

may be seen in color on the NCHM website. 
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Needlepoint Christmas Ornaments 

St. Francis of Assisi 

Vintage Vegetable Dish 

Crystal Eagle by Baccarat 

Japanese Porcelain Charger  

RAFFLE 
Tickets are $10 each or six for $50 payable to Friends of the NCHM 
Ticket holders need not be present to win.  

¶ Crystal Eagle by Baccarat 

¶ Cannon Lewis Cuff Bracelet 

¶ Victorian-Style Needlepoint Christmas Ornaments 

¶ Vintage Silver-Plate Covered Vegetable Dish 

¶ St. Francis of Assisi Bronze Statuette 

¶ Japanese Porcelain Charger  

LIVE AUCTION  
¶ Vintage Georg Jensen Silver Necklace and Bracelet 

¶ Hacienda Stay in San Miguel de Allende 

¶ Landscape Print by Mary Lib Thornhill 

¶ Original Oil Painting by E.D. Bohls 

¶ Vacation in Cloudcroft 

¶ Aoudad Sheep Hunt 

¶ Santa Fe Stay 
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In the world of volunteers, recognition, not imitation, is 

the highest form of flattery.  Through the years the Neill-

Cochran House Museum has received the kindness of 

many strangers who became long-term Friends; finally, it 

became time to stop and say a formal ñthank you.ò  In 

2006, the Friends of the Neill-Cochran House Museum 

inaugurated the Abner Cook Award for outstanding ser-

vice in furthering the mission of the NCHM.  The Museum 

Properties Committee that governs the NCHM votes each 

year on the recipient and keeps his or her name under 

wraps until Abner Cookôs Birthday Party, celebrated the 

last Saturday in March.  Advance arrangements are made 

with the winnerôs family to make an appearance at the 

party a sure thing.  Award recipients are presented with a 

classically styled, engraved crystal vase. 

Winner of the inaugural Abner Cook Award was Peter 

Flagg Maxson, Austinôs preeminent architectural histo-

rian.  Mr. Maxsonôs generosity to the NCHM is immeasur-

able. He has served three years on the House Advisory 

Board and has always been available to answer questions 

and offer guidance.  Most important has been Mr. Max-

sonôs investment of time in docent training each year as 

the NCHM builds its dynamic group of guides.  In the last 

two years, he has given four talks and two guided lectures 

for the benefit of the NCHM docent program.  The award 

ceremony in 2006 took place on Peter Maxsonôs birthday 

ABNER COOK  AWARD  

Pamela Christian at Modern Times 1860ð1865: The Wounded Soul Speaks 

MODERN T IMES 
From the beginning, we have liked to call the talks in our an-

nual five-part speaker series ñconversationsò rather than lec-

tures.  Whatever we call them, though, they have allowed the 

Neill-Cochran House Museum to throw open its double doors 

to members of the Friends, Dames, and general public.  The 

programs have moved us through time, beginning in 1855 

when the Neill-Cochran House Museum was constructed to 

this yearôs series that will take us through Reconstruction.  A 

mixture of talks by experts in a variety of fields, chamber mu-

sic, and theatre, Modern Times has been paid the highest of 

compliments ï it has been copied by other institutions. 
See MODERN T IMES page 4 

Peter Flagg Maxson 

(March 25), making the surprise all the more challenging 

to his family! 

 

Kirk Hubbell received the second Abner Cook award 

March 31, 2007 for the creation and marketing of Ster-

lingôs Gift, a computer game that uses the NCHM as its 

setting.  Mr. Hubbell spent two years perfecting the game 

ï his first such effort -- and continues to market it in the 

United States and abroad.  Internet chat rooms have been 

created around the world about the game, which is 

largely based on Libbie Custerôs diaries and books (parts 

of which were written during the time that her husband 

George Armstrong Custer was charged with Central 

Texas Reconstruction.   

See ABNER COOK  AWARD , page 9 


