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Over the seasons, Modern Times has had a little something 1
everyone. On Sunday, January"24&en Fitzgerald brought the

train into Texas with his tal I n. o
started at the beginning putting sharp focus on the train coming 1
the capital city and brought o f

railroad. The Austin Steam Train Association was kind enough |
allow the MT audience to take over a vintage excursion car for th
talk and a vintage |l ounge <ca
that was based on the victuals served in early dining cars. M
Fitzgerald has condensed some of his talk for AF readers whk
could not attend.
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The Republic of Texas chartered the first railroad in 1836, but b
the time Texas became a state in 1845 and Austin named itamar Smith, Sally Hunter, and Dr. Michael L. Gillette
capital in the 1850 not a single foot of track had been built. In

1852 the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos & Colorado Railway WaSBORN TO TEACH

constructed from Harrisburg to the east becoming the firs

railroad in Texas. Sally Hunter is the sort of teacher you have thgtade and

remember the whole rest of your
The ability to transport large amounts of goods and people wagout making connections. If there is ever a tool needed for a
vital to the growth of the state; but rivers with variable wategccessful and enjoyable life, surely it is that; and most people
levels and wagon roads that became impassable with mud wey&/er master the skill of comparing and contrasting and
not always up to the task. The first train arrived in Austin Ombuilding on the knowledge. The Nefllochran House Museum
Christmas Day in 1871, operated by the Houston & Texag 3 s been privileged t o observe
Central; within ten years the population tripled and over 2,50fchniques over a period of years because of her enthusiastic
miles of railroad track had been built in the state. participation in The Story of the NeilCochran Housg the
mu s e u fhgrasle cdrriculum unit. Each year, Ms. Hunter, as
team leader for her grade, brings the entifegdade student
body, al | t he teacher s, and
Highland Park Elementary School to the field trip that
accompanies the unitbés classroom

see TRAIN, page 3

Herself a fifthgeneration Texan, Ms. Hunter learned to
appreciate history from her mother, Eugenia Richards, who was
also a teacher. These roots make Ms. Hunter a natural at
teaching social studies. In 2009, Ms. Hunter withés House

Is Your House a curriculum wunit for
Mansion, which she began immediately after the 2008 fire.
First Lady Anita Perry unveiled the program, a great companion
piece to the NCHM program. Students statewide can get a true
feeling of Abner Cookobs

Humanities Texas, the state arm of the National Endowment for
the Humanities, honored Ms. Hunter with its prestigious

see |}

THE OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE NEILL-COCHRAN HOUSE M USEUM

Excursion car at the Austin Steam Train Association

t o d alyigzlers.
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This year, Christmas at the museum was merry and messy. The

first-ever Gingerbread Houdgaising at the Ne#Cochran

House Museum captured the spirit of a real frontier

houseraising while giving participating kids a chance to play

with their food. A community joined together to prepare for the

November 1% event, and 18 children aged 6 to 11 decorated 18

little houses. Behind the scenes were culinary students from the

Art Institute of Austin under the direction ofAndrea

Alexander, who built the structural componentiye Cook of

Joe Cooks! Catering,who lent his generous kitchen and wide

ovens for t he TdnbNeghaus who sreated ba ki ng;

a template of the NCHM to scal&ale Webb, who made 30

gallons of royal icing and created window glass from

butterscotch candiesibby Webber and Birhani Kifle , who Carols. After all events and rentals, the gingerbread museum
assembled the wall s ®&éneetSuton onas divdnrte Helpimg Hamds Hense; for Lhildrena nearby
who kept the construction sites supplied with candy. In additiahelter, school, and adoption agency.

to decorating individual houses they could take home, the

children studied the components of Greek Revival structur@he annual Champagne & Carols evening honoring major
along with the architectural details of the NCHM. They rolledlonors welcomed the Texas Choral Consort octet for the fifth
dough for the replica wal | syeaa Micketsaverd avafiable thiseysat to thheegénerdl publioy withy h i
about sixty guests attending. Food, music, and bubbly were
superb, and Friends mingled throughout the historic house
The miniNCHM, complete with a miniature museum caienjoying the Victorian Christmas decoration, the new additions

ar r a(@live), snowman, and sheaf-wheat balcony balustrade, wasto the Dining Room vignette, and, of course, the gingerbread

finished by staff and volunteers just in time for Champagne &CHM.

many

are cordially invited to
A

i fe. Ms . Hunterdés c¢class is al/|l

Ms . Hunt er 6s teachi

ng

parents from Austitnos

activities.
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ant ebel | usupplyiegxhe siuseum shop withh e

Bridge tablestChi | dr ends f ol di tabl es

To donate, please contact 512.478.2335.
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Texas Governor 6s

Carey Shuartf or Haviland c¢china JjaMad/ CochranyBdtds fop thec ®Roehtan wat ¢ h
collection, part 31 Laura Bohls for the digital camerat Terrell Blodgett & Houston Daniel for

Texas Go v éooks §and the latkkean sAndoews for

silver, china, and glasswarg& Ann Brown, Harriet Christian, Amy Hollister, Georgia Lochridge,

Cecille Marcato, Eliza Morehead, Sue Moss, Lucy Walters, & David Zarlengdor contributing to the

purchase of an antique Father Christmas suit.
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